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1 Name - 

historlc M i l l  Quarter  / Richard S. Rowland House and M i l l  
and Cbrrison's Mi l l  

andlor common ~ d ~ e w o o d ~ ( ~ r e f  e r r ed )  

2. Location 
street & number S t a t e  Xoute 5 - 6k m i .  west of Charles City &not for publication 

County Courthouse 
city. town Charles  C i ty  L vicinity of 

state Virg in ia  code 51 county Charles  C i ty  code 036 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 

dlstrlct - public 2 occupied -agriculture 2 museum 
2- building(s) -?L private - unoccupied 2 commercial - park 
-structure - both -work in progress - educational _x_ private residence 
-site Public Acquisit ion Accessible entertainment - religious 
-object - in process _x_ yes: restricted -government - scientific 

- being considered - yes: unrestricted - industrial -transportation 

N/A -no -military -other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Julia11 A. and Dorothy M. Boulware 

street & number R t .  2, Edgewood 

clty, town Charles  C i ty  1~ vicinity of State Virg in ia  23033 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. County Clerk, Charles  C i ty  Courthouse 

street & number S t a t e  Route 643 

city, town Charles  C i t y  state TJ i rg in i a  

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
v ~ r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 

title Survey has this property been determined eligible? -yes X no 

date 1973 -federal -& state -county -local 

depositoryforsurvey records Virgin ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 
21 Governor S t r e e t  

city, town Richmond state Virgin ia  23219 



7.. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
_r- excellent -deterlorated - unaltered _x_ original site 
- good - ruins _X- altered - moved dale N A 
2 fair -unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Si tua ted  on a  g ras sy  s lope  j u s t  no r th  of S t a t e  Route 5 ,  "Edgewood" is a mid-nineteenth- 
century bu i ld ing  complex cons i s t ing  of a  dwell ing house b u i l t  by Richard S. Rowland, and a  
m i l l ,  operated by h i s  fami ly  f o r  n e a r l y  f o r t y  years .  The house is a f i n e  example of t h e  
11 Gothic Cottage" s t y l e  popular ized by A. J. Downing during t h e  1840s and150s. Erected 
c.1854-6, it is a 2-112 s t o r y  frame s t r u c t u r e ,  t h r e e  bays wide, having a  double-pile,  
cen te r  passage p lan  wi th  an e l l  i n  t h e  r ea r .  A s t e e p ,  hipped roof covers t h e  main po r t ion  
of t h e  house, p ie rced  on i t s  f r o n t  and r e a r  s lopes  by fou r  symmetrically pos i t ioned  
chimneys. Excepting t h e  r ecen t  add i t ion  of a  r e a r  shed, a l t e r a t i o n s  have been r e l a t i v e l y  
minor. J u s t  no r theas t ,  s t ands  t h e  m i l l .  F i r s t  b u i l t  during t h e  18 th  century,  t h i s  
s t r u c t u r e  a t t a i n e d  i ts  p resen t  form around t h e  middle of t h e  n ine teen th  century. It is a 
2-112 s t o r y  frame bu i ld ing  on a  fu l l -he ight  basement b u i l t  i n t o  a  s loping  s i t e .  A gable  
roof covers t h e  s t r u c t u r e ,  which is 3 bays wide, wi th  en t r ances  i n  t h e  gable  ends. 
S t r u c t u r a l l y  speaking, t h e  bu i ld ing  remains e s s e n t i a l l y  unal te red .  L i t t l e  of i ts  machinery 
surv ives  however, excepting some conveying systems and t h e  mi l l s tones .  Together these  two 
s t r u c t u r e s  s tand  on about f o u r  a c r e s  of c l ea red  land along a heav i ly  wooded s t r e t c h  of 
Route 5. A s tand  of mature t r e e s  shading the  house makes t h e  s i t e  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  evocat ive 
one. Archaeological remains of s e v e r a l  a s soc ia t ed  s t r u c t u r e s  l i e  n o r t h  of t h e  mi l l r ace ,  and 
t h e  chimney of a  "summer kitchen", now demolished, s t ands  j u s t  n o r t h  of t h e  house. 

Arch i t ec tu ra l  Analysis  - M i l l  

The e a r l i e s t  po r t ion  of t h e  m i l l  c o n s i s t s  of t h e  southernmost 2 /3rds  of t h e  b r i c k  
basement wa l l s ,  l a i d  i n  i r r e g u l a r  Flemish bond wi th  glazed headers.  Owing t o  an e x t e r i o r  
coat  of cement parging,  t h i s  bonding i s  v i s i b l e  only on e a s t  e l eva t ion .  Ins ide ,  l a r g e  
patched a r e a s  r evea l  t h e  former l o c a t i o n s  of two l a r g e  openings, suggest ing t h a t  t h e  
e x t e r i o r  grade south  and west of t h e  bui ld ing  has  been r a i sed .  These basement wa l l s  
appear t o  be a l l  t h a t  remains of t h e  o r i g i n a l  18th-century m i l l  s t r u c t u r e .  

A northward extens ion  of t h e  basement i s  l a i d  i n  six-course American bond enclos ing  
t h e  m i l l r a c e  and formerly,  an overshot wheel. Owing t o  t h e  cons tant  presence of moisture,  
t h e  no r th  w a l l  of t h i s  ex tens ion  has  d e t e r i o r a t e d  somewhat, a s  has  a  p o r t i o n  of t h e  
framing above. The e n t i r e  supe r s t ruc tu re  of t h e  m i l l  appears t o  have been e rec t ed  i n  a  
s i n g l e  campaign and is the re fo re  contemporary with the  northward extens ion  of t h e  
foundation. Cut n a i l s  wi th  r e g u l a r  heads used i n  i t s  assembly suggest  t h a t  cons t ruc t ion  
occurred no e a r l i e r  than 1830. 

The framing system e x h i b i t s  some unusual c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  - among them, t h e  use of 
nea r ly  c y l i n d r i c a l  i n t e r i o r  p o s t s  t o  ca r ry  l a r g e  haunches and g i r d e r s  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  
According t o  l o c a l  t r a d i t i o n ,  t hese  p o s t s  were c u t  down from sh ips '  masts f o r  use i n  t h e  
m i l l .  Su rp r i s ing ly ,  h i s t o r i c a l  evidence suggests  t h a t  t h e r e  may be a  g r a i n  of t r u t h  i n  
t h i s  explanat ion.  I n  1780, Benjamin Harrison V w i l l ed  t o  h i s  son a  sh ip  ca rpen te r  named 
Tom, and t o  h i s  wife a  "ship now on t h e  stocks" a t  Berkeley. To another  son he l e f t  t h e  
t r a c t  "from which a  mast was cu t  f o r  t h e  l a r g e  ship."' It is not  c l e a r  whether s h i p  
bui ld ing  a c t i v i t y  continued a t  Berkeley a f t e r  Harr i son ' s  dea th  i n  1791. 

' " ~ a r r i s o n  of James River" Vi rg in i a  M a ~ a z i n e  of His torv  and Biography, 33, 
J 

pp. 413-14. 

(See cont inuat ion  shee t  #1) 



8. Significance - 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1 599 
- 1600-1699 
_X_ 1700-1 799 
X 1800-1899 
- 1900- 

Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric -community planning - landscape architecture- religion 
- archeology-historic -Conservation - law -science 
- - agriculture -economics -literature -sculpture 
_x- architecture -education 2 military - social1 
- art -engineering - music humanitarian 
_B commerce - explorationlsettlement - philosophy -theater 
- communications 2 industry - politicslgovernment -transportation 

-invention -other (specify) 

Specific dates Mid 1 8 t h  c. 11854-6 BuiiderlArchitect Unknown 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The complex of e a r l y  bu i ld ings  c o l l e c t i v e l y  known a s  Edgewood c o n s i s t s  of an 
18th-century m i l l  b u i l t  by Benjamin Harrison V of Berkeley, ( s igne r  of t h e  Declara t ion  
of Independence), and a  Gothic Revival dwelling b u i l t  c.1854 by Richard S. Rowland, 
( a  m i l l e r  who had r e c e n t l y  come t o  Vi rg in i a  from New Je r sey ) .  From t h e  very  beginning, 
t h e  m i l l  was a  cen te r  of commercial a c t i v i t y  and r e f l e c t e d  t h e  growing importance of 
g r a i n  i n  c o l o n i a l  V i rg in i a ,  providing f l o u r  f o r  l o c a l  consumption, f o r  expor t ,  and 
eventua l ly  f o r  t h e  Cont inenta l  Army. Owing t o  i t s  s t r a t e g i c  importance, B r i t i s h  
t roops under Benedict Arnold encm.ped a t  t h e  m i l l  i n  1782. I t s  r ebu i ld ing  during t h e  
19 th  century was symptomatic of a  t e c h n i c a l  r evo lu t ion  then transforming t h e  mi l l i ng  
indus t ry  and leading  t o  t h e  use of automated manufacturing systems in  America. The 
dwelling i s  one of t h e  few domestic examples of Gothic Revival a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  
e a s t e r n  V i r g i n i a  and is f u r t h e r  d i s t ingu i shed  by i t s  unusual framing system, f i n e  
craf tsmanship,  and sound condit ion.  When i n  1862, Union and Confederate armies moved 
through t h e  a rea ,  Confederate caval ry  commander, General J. E. B. S t u a r t  found 
refreshment a t  t h e  Rowland house, followed two weeks l a t e r  by t h e  encampment of 
General George McClellan's Army of t h e  Potomac. 

H i s t o r i c a l  Background 

The p a r c e l  of land  now known a s  "Edgewood", was o r i g i n a l l y  p a r t  of a  l a r g e r  
t r a c t ,  "Berkeley Hundred", pa tented  i n  1618 by fou r  English en t repreneurs .  Following 
a period of ownership by these  men and then l a t e r  by the  Bland family,  Berkeley 
Hundred was purchased i n  1691 by Benjamin Harr ison,  t h e  t h i r d  of t h a t  name i n  Virginia .  
For t h e  next  156 yea r s ,  ownership of t h e  t r a c t  remained i n  t h e  Harrison family. 

The o r i g i n a l  m i l l  on t h i s  site was b u i l t  e i t h e r  by Benjamin Harrison V ,  (s igner  
of the  Declara t ion  of ~ndependence)  o r  by h i s  f a t h e r ,  Benjamin Harrison I V .  The 
e l d e r  Harrison was heav i ly  engaged i n  t h e  m i l l i n g  business .  I n  1738, he adve r t i s ed  
t h e  s a l e  of sh ip  b i s c u i t  i n  t h e  V i r g i n i a  Gazet te .  H i s  w i l l ,  made i n  1745, mentions 
no l e s s  than fou r  m i l l s ,  none of them on t h e  Berkeley t r a c t ,  however. 1 

S i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  i t  wasn't u n t i l  t h e  1750s t h a t  wheat began t o  rep lace  tobacco 
a s  a  s t a p l e  crop i? Vi rg in ia ,  a s  success ive  crop f a i l u r e s  i n  Europe and England 
swelled th; ;oi&:of American g ra in  exports .  Harr ison 's  son, Benjamin V ,  emerges 
then  a s  the  most l i k e l y  candidate  f o r  t h e  m i l l ' s  o r i g i n a l  bu i lde r .  The younger 
~ a r r i s o n ' s  name f requent ly  appeared i n  t h e  Vi rg in i a  Gazet te ,  a s soc ia t ed  i n  one way 
o r  another  with t h e  m i l l i n g  business .  I n  1771, Jte adver t i s ed  f o r  "a M i l l e r  t h a t  
understands t h e  Management of a  Merchant M i l l . "  S i tua t ed  on t h e  River  Road, 

(See cont inuat ion  shee t  1 4 )  



9. Major Bibliographical References 

Charles  C i ty  County Deeds and W i l l s .  Charles  C i ty  County Courthouse, 
Charles  C i ty ,  Virg in ia .  

(cant. ) (See cont inuat ion  shee t  67) 

10. Georora~hical Data - . 
Acreage of nominated property 4 a c r e s  

Quadrangle name -4 Quadrangle scale 1:24(700 
UMT References 

Am 1310161217101 141113131516101 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Eastlng " LJ 'Nirtjin: I I I I 

Verbal boundary descr ipt ion and iust i f icat ion Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n :  

The boundary of t h e  nominated proper ty  conforms t o  t h a t  of the  t r a c t  now 
owned by t h e  dwel l ing ' s  cu r ren t  owner. This  boundary encompasses the  c leared  
nrpn on which t h e  b u i l d i n e s  s 

Lis t  a l l  s tates and  count ies for o Y s s t a t e  or c x a r i e a  (See 
t h e  a d .  STPSQ ~ i h i ~ h  

Sheet '' 
state N /A code county N /A code 

atate N/A coda county N /A code 

1 Foam Prepared By 

nameltitle Mark R. Wenger 

organization N/A date 8/31/82 

street (l number #4 Autumn Eas t  telephone 565-1466 

city or town Williamsburg, state V i r e i n i a  23185 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- national X- state - local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for me National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), i hereby nominate this property for inclusion in tionai Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
accordlna to the criteria and procedures set forth by Park-Sewice. ,, - 
State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

H. Bryan Mitchel l ,  Executive Direc tor  1 7 date 
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Another unusual f e a t u r e  of t h e  m i l l ' s  framing system i s  the  use of "upbraces" t o  
connect t h e  major w a l l  p o s t s  with g i r t  members on t h e  end e l eva t ions .  Downbracing 
i s  t h e  gene ra l  r u l e  f o r  e a r l y  Vi rg in i a  t imber bui ld ings .  S i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  Ol iver  Evans' 
famous t r e a t i s e  on m i l l i n g  i l l u s t r a t e s  a  m i l l  i n t e r i o r  with upbraces. I n  t h e  
framing of t h e  m i l l ' s  roof ,  c o l l a r  beams a r e  t y p i c a l l y  lapped i n t o  common r a f t e r  
p a i r s  w i th  ha l f -dove ta i l s  and na i led .  The r a f t e r  f e e t  a r e  notched, however, s o  a s  
t o  bear  on t h e  top and i n s i d e  su r faces  of the  wa l l  p l a t e  wi th  "kicks" n a i l e d  t o  t h e i r  
s ides .  This  i s  an unusual  d e t a i l  i n  Virg in ia .  

In  t h e  cen te r  bay of t h e  f i r s t  f l oo r ,one  p a i r  of mi l l s tones  i s  s t i l l  i n  p l ace ,  
c a r r i e d  on an independent system of oak framing below. (Al l  o ther  framing i n  t h e  
bu i ld ing  appears  t o  be p ine . )  The h o i s t  f o r  handling these  mi l l s tones  remains i n  
p lace ,  a s  does a  bank of f i v e  Evans-type e l e v a t o r s  i n  t h e  no r theas t  corner  of t h e  
bui ld ing  and s e v e r a l  o t h e r s  loca ted  elsewhere. Up i n  t h e  g a r r e t  l i e s  t h e  octagonal  
s h a f t  of a  screw-type, h o r i z o n t a l  conveyor, with small  wooden vanes a s  developed by 
Oliver  Evans t o  prevent  t h e  caking of f r e s h l y  ground meal. Unfortunately,  none of 
the  d r iv ing  machinery survived and i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  r econs t ruc t  where t h e  b o l t e r s ,  
hopper boy, e t c .  were located.  

While complete r e s t o r a t i o n  of t h i s  m i l l  would be a  c o s t l y  undertaking,  i t s  
s t a b i l i z a t i o n  would involve only a  few r e l a t i v e l y  minor measures. 

Arch i t ec tu ra l  Analysis  - House 

A s  a  concession t o  modem convenience, t h e  p resen t  owners have a t tached a 
shed add i t ion  t o  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  house, with access  t o  t h e  e l l  provided through a 
l a r g e  framed opening. A t  t h e  time of t h i s  a l t e r a t i o n ,  another  r e a r  ex tens ion  of 
uncer ta in  d a t e  was removed from t h e  no r th  end of t h e  e l l .  This  s t r u c t u r e  does not  
seem t o  have been an o r i g i n a l  p a r t  of t h e  bu i ld ing  a s  i t  covered a  f i r s t  per iod  
c e l l a r  en t r ance ,  and i ts  underpinning d id  not  bond i n t o  t h e  e l l  foundation. Old 
photos i n d i c a t e  however, t h a t  it was provided wi th  an ornamental, p ie rced  f a s c i a ,  
i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h a t  formerly decora t ing  t h e  veranda. 

The ornamental vergeboards and f a s c i a  which once adorned t h e  house i t s e l f  
have been e i t h e r  modified o r  removed - probably e a r l y  i n  t h i s  century. Those on 
t h e  main eave have been cu t  o f f ,  l eaving  i n  p l ace  only t h e  a rches  i n  the  gable  peaks 
and t h e  t r e f o i l  pendants a t  the  bu i ld ings  four  comers .  Most of the  o r i g i n a l  s o f f i t  
boards remain i n  p l a c e ,  however, n a i l e d  t o  t h e  bottom su r faces  of the  r a f t e r s .  Old 
photos show how these  s o f f i t s  and t h e  " f r ieze"  boards below were o r i g i n a l l y  pa in ted  
a  dark c o l o r ,  c r e a t i n g  a  f o i l  aga ins t  which t o  view t h e  p ierced  white vergeboards. 
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- 
Excepting t h e  gable  ape r tu res ,  a l l  windows a r e  f i t t e d  with 6 over 6 ,  double-hung 

sash,  r e t a i n i n g  n e a r l y  a l l  of t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  g l a s s .  Surmounting these  windows a r e  
simply d e t a i l e d  wooden l a b e l  moldings, now p a r t i a l l y  obscured bylouvered b l inds .  
These b l i n d s  may we l l  be o r i g i n a l ,  a s  they appear i n  e a r l y  photographs of t h e  house. 
The molding which surmounts t h e  f r o n t  door i s  somewhat more e l a b o r a t e ,  having heavy, 
molded pendants and a t h r e e  member p r o f i l e .  A l i g h t e r ,  s impler  molding encloses  the  
transom opening and frames t h e  heads of t h e  f r o n t  door and s i d e  l i g h t s .  

A s ing le - s to ry ,  demi-octagonal veranda shades t h e  house on i ts  southern 
exposure. Verandas such a s  t h i s  were a  q u i n t e s s e n t i a l  element of t h e  "cottage" 
s t y l e  popular ized through t h e  pub l i ca t ions  of A. J. Downing, Calvert  Vaux, Gervase 
Wheeler, and o the r s .  With t h e  exception of i t s  s t e p s  and some of t h e  f loo r ing ,  
t h i s  s t r u c t u r e  appears  t o  be wholly o r i g i n a l .  I ts  framing e x h i b i t s  an unusual ly 
high degree of t e c h n i c a l  s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  and v i s u a l  i n t e r e s t .  A complex network of 
beaded r a f t e r s  and p u r l i n s  r e s t s  on p l a t e  members which a r e  doveta i led  i n t o  one 
another  at  t h e i r  ends. Supporting t h i s  e n t i r e  assembly i s  a  s e r i e s  of l a t t i cework  
columns o r  s t i l e s ,  resembling those  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  pat ternbooks of t h e  period.  The 
decora t ive ,  p ie rced  f a s c i a  which once adorned t h i s  veranda i s  now gone. 

Ins ide  t h e  house, n e a r l y  a l l  o r i g i n a l  mantles ,  hardware, cas ings ,  and doors 
remain i n t a c t .  General ly,  these  embellishments a r e  s u b s t a n t i a l ,  though not  overly 
e l abora t e .  Of p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  i s  t h e  main s t a i r  wi th  i t s  massive newel, r a i l i n g ,  
and b a l u s t e r s  - a l l  fashioned from mahogany. I n  t h e  s t a i r  passage, t h e  'wal l s  a r e  
hung from c e i l i n g  t o  c h a i r  r a i l  with a  Colonia l  Williamsburg reproduct ion paper 
("Potpurri") and t h e  woodwork pa in ted  a  "CJilliamsburg Blue". The c h a i r  r a i l  molding 
has a  r a t h e r  unusual p r o f i l e  and i s  poss ib ly  a  20th-century addi t ion .  

The c e i l i n g s  of t h i s  passage and of t h e  p a r l o r  ad jo in ing  i t  a r e  adorned with 
p l a s t e r  moldings l a i d  off  i n  the  form of roundels.  A p l a s t e r  backband molding a l s o  
en l ivens  t h e  a rch  which spans t h e  p a r l o r  a t  i ts  mid-point. Both of t h e  f i r e p l a c e s  
i n  t h i s  room a r e  equipped wi th  arched,  cas t - i ron  surrounds,  one of which r e t a i n s  i ts  
o r i g i n a l  g r a t e  and p ierced  cover.  I f  no t  o r i g i n a l ,  t hese  f i x t u r e s  were probably 
added soon a f t e r  cons t ruc t ion  of the  house was completed. Both mantlepieces appear 
t o  be o r i g i n a l .  

I n  t h e  l i b r a r y ,  f u l l  he ight  she lv ing  u n i t s  have been added during t h i s  century. 
Recently, t h e  p l a s t e r e d  surrounds of f i r e p l a c e s  i n  t h i s  and s e v e r a l  u p s t a i r s  rooms 
were removed, r evea l ing  t h a t  t h e  f i r ebox  l i n i n g s  a r e  o l d  r e p a i r s .  

The d in ing  room f i r e p l a c e  appears t o  r e t a i n  i t s  o r i g i n a l  mantle ,  and poss ib ly  
i t s  o r i g i n a l  surround. The e x i s t i n g  china cupboard was c rea t ed  through t h e  conversion 
of a  walk-in c l o s e t .  Rebated a r e a s  f o r  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c l o s e t  door hinges and l a t c h  
keeper a r e  s t i l l  v i s i b l e  on t h e  jamb l i n i n g s  and t r i m .  
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The a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f i n i s h e s  of t h e  second f l o o r  a r e  s l i g h t l y  s impl i f i ed  when 
compared wi th  those  of t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  rooms below. A s  i n  t h e  case of t h e  lower 
f l o o r ,  they remain l a r g e l y  unal te red .  Po r t ions  of t h e  f l o o r i n g  appear t o  have been 
replaced,  however. I n  t h e  two west bedrooms, f loorboards  a r e  face  n a i l e d ,  i n  c o n t r a s t  
with t h e  b l i n d  n a i l i n g  of f l o o r s  elsewhere i n  t h e  house. This  f l o o r i n g  shows s igns  
of considerable wear, however, and may have been replaced a t  a  f a i r l y  e a r l y  date .  

One i tem which has  generated a  good d e a l  of i n t e r e s t  over t h e  years  i s  a 
windowpane i n  t h e  southeas t  bedroom etched with t h e  name, "Lizzie  Rowland". This  
i n s c r i p t i o n  probably r e f e r s  t o  El izabeth  Rowland, maiden s i s t e r  of t h e  dwel l ing ' s  
b u i l d e r ,  Richard S. Rowland. According t o  legend h e r  ghost  s t i l l  i n h a b i t s  t h e  house. 

The g a r r e t  f l o o r  i s  i l luminated  by l ance t  windows loca ted  i n  each of t h e  four  
c ross  gables.  Or ig ina l ly  unf in ished ,  i t  was closed i n  with sheathing and p a r t i t i o n e d  
sometime during t h i s  century.  I n  p l an ,  it c l o s e l y  resembles t h e  layout  of t h e  second 
f l o o r  below. Owing t o  t h i s  sheathing,  t h e  framing of t h e  roof i s  v i s i b l e  only a t  i t s  
apex, and a t  t h e  eave on one c o m e r  of t h e  house. A t  t h e  apex, r a f t e r  couples frame 
i n t o  a  ridgeboard. Down a t  t h e  eave t h e  v i s i b l e  framing i s  q u i t e  unusual i n  t h a t  two 
wal l  p l a t e s  - one above t h e  o t h e r  - a r e  employed. The lower of these  r e s t s  on t h e  
second f l o o r  s t u d s  and c a r r i e s  t h e  g a r r e t  f l o o r  j o i s t s .  The upper p l a t e  i s  c a r r i e d  
on a  s e r i e s  of s h o r t  s t u d s  about 18" high,  and r ece ives  t h e  r a f t e r  ends which a r e  
notched over and extended p a s t  it. This  arrangement r e s u l t s  i n  a  t r u e  ha l f - s to ry  
g a r r e t ,  s i n c e  t h e  f l o o r  l e v e l  i s  considerably lower than t h e  bearing plane of the  
r a f t e r s .  Because t h e r e  a r e  no tie-beams t o  counterac t  t h e  outward t h r u s t  of t h e  roof 
framing, t h e  upper p l a t e  i s  a r a t h e r  heavy member - turned with i t s  longes t  dimension 
i n  the  h o r i z o n t a l  plane. This  method of framing i s  not  indigenous t o  Virg in ia .  In  
i t s  provis ion  f o r  a  t r u e  ha l f -s tory ,  it resembles t h e  framing of many res idences  i n  
New England and New York, where ha l f - s to ry  g a r r e t s  a r e  lit with " f r i e z e  windows". 
This  s i m i l a r i t y  is s i g n i f i c a n t  when we r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e  Rowland family res ided  i n  
New Je r sey  u n t i l  s h o r t l y  before  t h e  p resen t  dwelling was b u i l t .  It seems q u i t e  
poss ib l e  then,  t h a t  one o r  more members of t h e  family were involved i n  i ts  cons t ruc t ion .  

I n  genera l ,  t h i s  house remains i n  very  good condi t ion ,  and i s  c a r e f u l l y  maintained 
by the  p resen t  owners. With a  r e l a t i v e l y  modest expenditure,  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  elements 
of i t s  o r i g i n a l  appearance could be convincingly res tored .  
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- 
Harr ison ' s  opera t ion  was c l e a r l y  a  l a r g e ,  c o m e r c i a l l y  o r i en ted  e n t e r p r i s e ,  playing 

! a major r o l e  i n  t h e  economy of t h e  area.  The importance of the  m i l l  a s  a  c e n t e r  of 
s o c i a l  and bus iness  a c t i v i t y  i s  revealed i n  Vi rg in i a  Gazet te  advert isements  f o r  
runaways who were t o  be re turned  t o  t h e i r  owners a t  "Berkeley M i l l s "  o r  a t  " C o e  
Harr i son ' s  M i l l s . "  I n  1778, Benjamin Harrison was supplying f l o u r  and b i s c u i t  t o  
the  Cont inenta l  Army. Mindful perhaps of wars' unce r t a in  fo r tunes ,  Harrison made 
out  h i s  w i l l  i n  January of 1780. To h i s  wife,  Harr ison bequeathed "the mi l l s tones  
and every a r t i c l e  belonging t o  my m i l l s " . 4  Perhaps not  even Benjamin Harrison 
foresaw how soon t h e  war would engulf Berkeley P l a n t a t i o n ,  however. Within a  mat te r  
of months, B r i t i s h  t roops  under Benedict Arnold were encamped "a t  and about ~ o l z  
Harr i son ' s  m i l l s " .  5  

The nex t  mention of t h i s  m i l l  appears i n  t h e  1787 w i l l  of Harr i son ' s  son, 
Benjamin V I .  I n  t h i s  w i l l ,  t h e  t e s t a t o r  requested t o  be bur ied  with h i s  wife  Anna 
I t  somewhere on t e h i l l  i n  Charles  Ci ty  nea r  where my barn l a t e l y  s tood c a l l e d  M i l l  k Quarter barn." The topography of the  p resen t  Edgewood dwelling s i t e  and use of t h e  
term, " M i l l  Quarter", t o  desc r ibe  t h i s  proper ty  i n  l a t e r  t a x  records  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  
Benjamin Harrison V I  (son of t h e  s igne r )  i s  bur ied  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Edgewood. 

Upon Har r i son ' s  death i n  1799, t h e  m i l l  went t o  y e t  another  son, Benjamin - 
t h e  seventh of t h a t  name. It was during t h e  ownership of Benjamin Harrison V I I ,  
e a r l y  i n  t h e  19th  century ,  t h a t  t h e  m i l l  seems t o  have a t t a i n e d  i t s  present  form. 
S i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  i t  was during t h i s  very  period t h a t  t h e  design and cons t ruc t ion  of 
m i l l s  was being revolu t ionized  by t h e  pa tented  des igns  of i nven to r  Ol iver  Evans. 
Harrison encountered f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t y  and fol lowing h i s  dea th ,  t h e  Bank of Virg in ia  
brought s u i t  a g a i n s t  t h e  executor  of h i s  e s t a t e .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  t h e  m i l l ,  along wi th  
i ts  adjo in ing  land ,  was so ld  off  i n  1847 t o  pay outs tanding  debts .  The purchaser was 
Edward Wilcox of Char les  C i ty  County. Wilcox appears  t o  have done l i t t l e  t o  t h e  
proper ty ,  and i n  1849 he  so ld  i t  t o  Richard S. and W i l l i a m  C. Rowland. 

According t o  family t r a d i t i o n ,  t h e s e  Rowland b r o t h e r s  were both m i l l e r s .  The 
deed recording t r a n s f e r  of t h e  proper ty  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  they had res ided  i n  Mercer 
County, New Je r sey ,  p r i o r  t o  t h e i r  a r r i v a l  i n  Virg in ia .  A dramatic  r i s e  i n  t a x  
assessments on t h e  Rowland's proper ty  between 1854 and 1856 i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  
p resen t  dwelling house and poss ib ly  f u r t h e r  modif ica t ions  t o  t h e  m i l l  were completed 
during t h i s  period.  Undoubtedly t h e  m i l l i n g  opera t ion  had prospered. By 1856, only 
t e n  land owners i n  t h e  county pa id  more proper ty  t a x  than t h e  Rowland bro thers .  The 
remarkable r i s e  of t h e  Rowland family brought new wealth and l eade r sh ip  i n t o  an a r e a  
where f o r t u n e s  had been on t h e  ebb f o r  some time. A s  t h e i r  m i l l i n g  opera t ion  f lou r i shed ,  
the  Rowlands took on t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  which accompanied s o c i a l  and economic 
success.  By 1858, Richard S. Rowland was s i t t i n g  on t h e  v e s t r y  of Westover Pa r i sh ,  
occas ional ly  hos t ing  meetings of t h a t  body i n  h i s  home. When i n  1862, Westover Church 
su f fe red  depredat ion a t  the  hands of Federa l  t roops ,  Sunday worship s e r v i c e s  were 
moved t o  t h e  Rowland house. This  arrangement continued i n  e f f e c t  u n t i l  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  
t h e  war 's  end, when t h e  church was r epa i r ed  and reopened f o r  worship. 
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S i tua t ed  i n  t h e  p a t h s  of opposing armies i n  1862, Rowland's m i l l  was v i s i t e d  by 
war on s e v e r a l  occasions.  The f i n a l  l e g  of General J. E. B. S t u a r t ' s  ce l eb ra t ed  
r i d e  around t h e  r e a r  of the  Union army took the  Confederate commander and h i s  t roops  
through Charles  C i t y  County on t h e i r  r e t u r n  t o  Richmond. Having r idden almost 
cont inuously f o r  more than t h i r t y - s i x  hours,  S t u a r t  is recorded t o  have stopped a t  
Rowland's f o r  a  much needed cup of cof fee ,  a f t e r  which he continued on. With t h e  
r e t r e a t  of Federa l  t roops  from Richmond two weeks l a t e r ,  Union commander General 
George McClellan e s t a b l i s h e d  a  defensive l i n e  along t h e  southern edge of Herring and 
Kimmage Creeks, anchoring both  of i t s  f l a n k s  on t h e  James River. S i tua t ed  l i t e r a l l y  
i n  t h e  middle of t h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  t h e  Rowland household witnessed t h e  reorganiza t ion  
of McClellan's demoralized army. One county r e s i d e n t  who sought s h e l t e r  with t h e  

1 
Rowlands during t h i s  time recounted t h e  s i g h t  of numerous ambulances, f i l l e d  wi th  
dead and wounded s o l d i e r s ,  making t h e i r  way p a s t  t h e  house t o  Harr i son ' s  landing. 
Following evacuat ion of t h e  army i n  August of 1862, M r s .  Rowland is s a i d  t o  have 

I cons t ruc ted  a  p i cke t  fence wi th  t e n t  po le s  discarded by depar t ing  Federa l  s o l d i e r s .  

1 Occasional ly,  m i l i t a r y  a r t i f a c t s  a r e  s t i l l  found on t h e  property.  
I 

Within s i x  months of General ~ c ~ l e l l a n ' s  depar ture ,  Richard S. Rowland was dead. 
The house and m i l l  continued i n  t h e  ownership of t h e  family u n t i l  1888 when i t  was 
deeded by t h e  h e i r s  of Richard S. Rowland t o  one Aurel ius  Shands. Five yea r s  l a t e r  
i n  1893, Shands so ld  t h e  p lace  t o  Major Augustus H. Drewrey of Westover. Following 
Drewrey's death i n  1899, t h e  proper ty  devised by w i l l  t o  h i s  widow, Mary Harrison 
Drewrey. From M r s .  Drewrey's w i l l ,  made i n  1918, i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  she was l i v i n g  
i n  t h e  Rowland House a t  t h e  time of h e r  death. This  document marks t h e  f i r s t  mention 
of t h e  name "Edgewood" i n  county deeds o r  probate records.  By t h i s  w i l l ,  Edgewood 
passed t o  M r s .  Drewrey's b ro the r ,  William S. Harr ison,  and subsequently through t h e  
hands of numerous 20th-century owners. The m i l l  continued t o  funct ion  commercially 
during t h i s  per iod  a s  i s  evidenced by a  promotional f l y e r  published f o r  m i l l  owner 
Hugh T. Harrison sometime between 1919 and 1933. Subsequent t o  1940, most of t h e  
d r iv ing  machinery was removed from t h e  m i l l  and i t  ceased operat ion.  Although i t  
has  undergone a  number of a l t e r a t i o n s ,  t h i s  proper ty  convincingly evokes t h e  mid- 
n ine teen th  century per iod  during which i t  was b u i l t .  It i s  t h i s  per iod  which i s  s o  
r i c h  i n  h i s t o r i c a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s  f o r  Edgewood. 

Footnotes  

It is  poss ib l e  t h a t  t h e  m i l l  on " ~ a r r y ' s  Swamp" may have been t h e  p resen t  m i l l  
near  Herring Creek. See "Harrison of James  rive^" Vi rg in ia  Magazine of History 
and Biography, 32, p. 100. I f  t h i s  i s  the  case ,  then Benjamin Harrison I V  may 
have b u i l t  t h e  m i l l .  - 

' ~ i r g i n i a  Gazet te  (Purdie & Dixon), 22  August 1 7 7 1 ,  p. 3 ,  col .  3. 
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p. 3 ,  co l .  2 .  

"Harrison of James Rive:" Vi rg in i a  Magazine of His tory  and Biography, 
33, p. 415. 

William P. Palmer, ed. ,  Calendar of V i rg in i a  S t a t e  Papers ,  (Richmond, 1875). 
I ,  p. 426. 

6 ,, Harrison of Jmaes River" Vi rg in i a  Magazine of His tory  and Biography, 
35, pp. 89-90. / 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA - Verbal Boundary Descr ip t ion  

Verbal Boundary Descr ip t ion:  Beginning a t  a po in t  on t h e  N s i d e  of VA Route 5 
about 1500' SE of t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of s a id  r o u t e  and 658; thence extending about 200' 
SE; thence about 350' NE; thence about 400' NW; thence about 425' SW t o  po in t  of o r i g i n .  




